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Editor’s Column

The explosion of knowledge at the global hut due to technological dynamics has
certainly redefined the very concept of education. The prevailing scenario of education--
especially higher education--has become a matter of study and analysis for the scholars and
practitioners who have a craving desire to face changes and challenges. It is because we, the

human beings, are endowed with the faculty of choice and a free will.

Unlike other species, we are not programmed. We can make choices and use our free
will to act and achieve our objectives. Despite the dramatic progress in ICT in education
achieved so far at the school and college levels, much remains to be done: each country, to
varying degrees, continues to struggle with issues of children out of school and illiterate
youths and adults. Inequities in educational opportunities, quality of educational services and
level of learning achievement persist by gender, rural/urban locality, ethnic background, and

socioeconomic status.

The quality of learning and the capacity to define and monitor this quality is lacking
in most developing countries. The means and scope of education continue to be narrow and
confined to historical models of delivery, and the use of other channels continues to be ad hoc
and marginal. The increase in quantitative and qualitative demand for education is not

matched by an increase in resources.

At this juncture, it is safe to state that the polarity of views on the possibility of
change is amazing. We, the publishers of Journal of research , are very much excited to view
some aspects of these changes through scholarly articles contributed by august scholars and
colleagues. The present issue contains papers with critical insight and analysis as well as
systematic discussion and deliberation on various themes of language, literature, information
technology, commerce and so on. We hope this will certainly be useful for the people who

aspire change.

Chief Editor

Dr. Rajeshkumar A. Shrimali
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Opinions of students regarding social and teaching presence in

@ online learning.
Dr. Hitesh Patel

Teacher,
The Jubilee Institution , Umreth ,Dist: Anand, Gujarat. Email : harsh168715@gmail.com

Abstract

This study generalizes opinion of students regarding social presence and teaching presence in online
learning. In this study researcher uses the Community of Inquiry (Col) framework as a lens.
Opinionnaire is developed on the basis of social presence and teaching presence which are
components of Col. For data collection during lockdown period of Covid-19, opinionnaire is spread
out online with the help of google form. Total 52 responses are collected online. For the analysis of
opinionnaire, percentage technique is used. The result of the study reveals that student feels that social
presence is not at the appreciable level. For teaching presence, student also shows the same opinion.

Key words: Social presence, Teaching presence, Online learning.

1.Introduction
In the history of human, human is always learning through various methods from ancient time. In this
long path of learning today we reach at online learning set up. Some day before, online learning is
choice but presently in the pandemic era of Covid-19 during this lock down period online learning
became blessing. In present time every level of education and training done through online learning
via various apps, Webinars , videos , web based learning set ups and many more. During this
pandemic era, where learning must go through online , a researcher wants to know about students
opinion such as what students think about online learning in aspect of social presence like discussion,

doubt clearance and teaching presence like teaching methods, evaluation etc.

2.Statement
A study of Opinions of students regarding social and teaching presence in online learning during

lockdown period of Covid-19

3.Definitions of key words
In this paper, on the basis of The Community of Inquiry (Col) framework. The Community of Inquiry
framework is a process model for online learning environments that focuses on collaborative
constructivist learning environments (Garrison, Anderson and Archer, 2000) that has been utilized by
many researchers to examine online instructional environments. The Col framework analyzes online
instructional environments through the interaction of three components: social presence, teaching

presence and cognitive presence (CP;Garrison, 2007).

Social Presence : Social presence is the aspect in which participant identify with and feel connected

to each other in an online environment (Garrison, 2011). The definition of social presence has evolved
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over time is “the degree to which participants in computer mediated communication feel affectively
connected one another (Swan, Garrison and Richardson, 2009, p. 47). Social presence is comprised of
three elements: affective expression, open communication, and group cohesion (Swanet al.2009).
Affective expression refers to the sharing of personal beliefs, values and attitudes; open
communication focuses on building a sense of group commitment; and group cohesion refers to
learners focusing on common intellectual tasks (Swanet al.2008). In this study social presence is
considered on opinion of students related to enthusiasm, interest, paying more attention, doubt

clearance, sharing information, express during class etc.

Teaching presence : Teaching presence is the aspect which refers to the methods that an instructor
utilizes to promote a quality online environment and facilitate an effective Col. Teaching Presence is
a well-established construct (Garrison et al., 2000,2001) and several content analysis studies have
provided indicators for the construct (Anderson et al., 2001; Richardson et al., 2015). Teacher
presence were comprised of providing direct instruction , emphasizing, providing tips for succeeding
in the course, summarizing, directing students’ attention, direct instruction represented approaches
such as providing examples or demonstrations , clarifying, or sharing resources and also conducting
assessment. Assessment included the instructor providing formative and summative feedback for
assignments or other course activities. In this study teaching presence is considered on opinion of
students related to get proper material, well explained concepts, systematic content arrangement,
proper use of image and animation, evaluation, assign homework , checking homework, well prepared

teacher etc.

Cognitive Presence: Cognitive Presence refers to students’ process of constructing meaning through
discourse and reflection (Garrison, Anderson, and Archer, 2001). The interaction of these three
components creates the online collaborative constructivist experience. In this study researcher focused

on social presence and teacher presence

Students : A students who study online among students of secondary, higher secondary, any

graduate and students preparing for competitive exams.
Online learning : Teaching-Learning process which can be done only through internet

Lockdown period : In pandemic era of Covid-19, people must follow social distance to stop infection
and break the chain of spreading covid-19. For this purpose Government of India make a rule to stay
home during this pandemic era. This stay to home rule is called Lockdown . In this research lockdown

period is considered as from March 24, 2020 to May 3, 2020.

4.0Objectives :

1To know about social presence established by teacher in online learning during lockdown period
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2To know about teaching presence established by teacher in online learning during lockdown period
3To develop a opinionnaire for students to know about social presence and teaching presence in
online learning during lockdown period.
5.Design of Study

Research Method : As it is the analysis of opinion , the survey method is used for this research
Sample : In order to obtain the opinion of Students with various educational background on online
learning accidental sampling technique is used. With this technique opinion of 52 students were
received online through Google form. Opinion on social presence and teaching presence were elicited.
Tools Used :In this paper opinionnaire is formed on the basis of The Community of Inquiry (Col)
framework. The Community of Inquiry framework is a process model for online learning
environments that focuses on collaborative constructivist learning environments (Garrison, Anderson
and Archer, 2000) that has been utilized by many researchers to examine online instructional
environments. The Col framework analyzes online instructional environments through the interaction
of three components : social presence, teaching presence and cognitive presence(CP;Garrison, 2007).
Social Presence: On the basis of this three elements of social presence researcher develop statements
for opinionnaire which reflects this component of Col. In this paper opinionnaire contains statement

no: 1 to 10 is reflecting social presence.

Teaching presence: On the basis of this indicators of teaching presence researcher develop statements
for opinionnaire which reflects this component of Col. In this paper opinionnaire contains statement

no: 11 to 20 are reflecting teacher presence.

Researcher categorized the opinionnaire in two aspect social presence and teaching presence.
It consists of Total 20 statements. The method of assessment of each parameter is based on five points
scale i.e. Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Neutral (N), Disagree (D), Strongly Disagree (SD).

Content validity of the scale was established after having opinions from the research experts.

Statistical Techniques: Percentage has been employed to show the responses of the students’

opinion.

6.Data Analysis
Over all, opinions of 52 students were recorded. The present section is deals with analysis of opinion
of students about social presence established by teacher in online learning during lockdown period.
The opinion of students are presented in the form of percentage and pie chart in table 1 and 3 and
component wise overall opinion has been presented in table 2 and 4 and also graphically shown as pie

chart in fig 1 and 2.

Analysis of Opinion of Students about Social Presence
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Table 1: Statement-wise Representation of Opinion of Students about

Social Presence established by teacher in online learning during lockdown period.

Statement SA A N D SD
1. you are enthusiastic and | 21.2% | 462 | 192% | 7.7 | 5.8%
interested about online learning % %
2. You think that the teacher is | 17.3% | 46.2 | 19.2% | 13.5 | 3.8%
paying more attention in online % %
learning
3. You are able to clarify your | 25% 423 | 7.7% 17.3 | 7.7%
doubts without any hesitation in % %
online learning
4. You can solve your doubts | 19.2% | 40.4 | 19.2% | 154 | 5.8%
quickly and efficiently in online % %
learning
5. You can share more | 13.5% | 50% | 21.2% | 11.5 | 3.8%
information regarding particular %
concepts without any hesitation in
online learning
6. You are able to express | 154% | 385 | 17.3% | 19.2 | 9.6%
yourself more freely to the % %
teacher in online learning
7. You think that most of the | 13.5% | 51.9 | 19.2% | 11.5 | 3.8%
concepts are taught through % %
lecture discussion method in
online learning
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8. Other methods except Lecture | 13.5% | 46.2 | 15.4% | 154 | 9.6%

discussion method are used in % %

online learning A

9. You prefer to study on your | 23.1% | 42.3 | 154% | 154 | 3.8%

own without online teacher in % % A
online learning =

online class with teacher’s % %

schedule in online learning

10 Y Ou prefer to jOin teacher and 1 92A) 346 212% 1 ] 3 7.7 A)
-‘
34.6% ‘

As far as the social presence concerns Table 1 is shows that highest 46.2 % students have
acknowledged that online learning is enthusiastic, interested and teachers paying more attention and
uses methods other than lecture discussion method also. Between 40 % to 45 % students appreciated
that they can clarify their doubt without any hesitation, quickly and efficiently and also prefer to study
on their own. Furthermore 50 % can share more information regarding particular concepts without
any hesitation in online learning. 51.9 % students think that mostly lecture discussion method is used
in online learning. 38.5 % student are freely express themselves in front of teacher during learning. It
can be interpreted from table 2 that 18.09 % of students were Strongly Agreed , 43.86 % students
were agree whereas 14.42 % students were disagree and only 6.14 % students were strongly disagree

about social presence established by teacher.
Table 2: Overall Opinion of Students about

Social Presence established by teacher in online learning during lockdown period.

Component Strongly Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly
Agree Disagree
Social Presence 18.09 % 43.86% 17.5% 14.42% 6.14%
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Social Presence

uStrongly Agree W Agree ®Neutral ®Diaagree ™ Strongly disagree

6%

Fig.1: Overall Opinion of Students about
Social Presence established by teacher in online learning during lockdown period.
Analysis of Opinion of Students about Teaching Presence

Table 3: Statement-wise Representation of Opinion of Students about

Teaching Presence established by teacher in online learning during lockdown period

Statement SA A N D SD

11. you get proper material in online | 19.2% | 40.4% | 25% 11.5% | 3.8%

learning

-
e

12. The concepts are clearly | 21.2% | 48.1% | 11.5% | 9.6% | 9.6%

explained in online learning

13. Major points and sub-points are | 23.1% | 53.8% | 11.5% | 7.7% | 3.8%
arranged in a systematic manner in

online learning
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14. Voice clearity of teacher is | 19.2% | 42.3% | 19.2% | 9.6% | 9.6%

proper in online learning

\ -

15. Images, animations and other | 26.9% | 38.5% | 13.5% | 15.4% | 5.8%

tools are used systematically in

online learning |
38.5%

16. you are able to concentrate better | 13.5% | 42.3% | 25% 11.5% | 7.7%

in online learning

17. Continuous evaluation is done by | 11.5% | 34.6% | 19.2% | 21.2% | 13.5%

a teacher in online learning

18. A teacher assign you homework | 26.9% | 44.2% | 7.7% | 9.6% | 11.5%

9.6%
in online learning

- 7] /

A

19. A teacher check your homework | 23.1% | 28.8% | 21.2% | 15.4% | 11.5%

in online learning

il

28 8% 23

20. Teacher are wusually more | 23.1% | 53.8% | 5.8% | 9.6% | 7.7%

prepared for teaching in online

learning

. ).

A perusal of second part of opinionnaire about teaching presence from the table 3 revealed that 40.4
% students get proper material, 48.1 % students say s that concepts are clearly explained, 53.8 %
student says that major and sub points are arranged in systematic manner and teachers are more
prepared for teaching. 42.3% students say that voice clarity of teacher is proper and they are better
concentrate in online learning. 38.5 %students acknowledge that image, animation and other tool are

used systematically. It can be further interpreted that 34.6 % student feels continuous evaluation is
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done by teacher. Furthermore 44.2 % students’ gives opinion that teacher assigns the homework and
28.8 % says that teacher also check homework. It can be interpreted from table 4 that 18.09 % of
students were Strongly Agreed , 43.86 % students were agree whereas 14.42 % students were disagree
and only 6.14 % students were strongly disagree about teaching presence established by teacher. It is

same result as social presence established by teacher.
Table 4: Overall Opinion of Students about

Teaching Presence established by teacher in online learning during lockdown period.

Component Strongly Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly
Agree Disagree
Teaching Presence 18.09 % 43.86 % 17.5 % 14.42 % 6.14 %
Teaching Presence

m Strongly Agree W Agree Neutral ®Diaagree ™ Strongly disagree

6%

Fig.2: Overall Opinion of Students about

Teaching Presence established by teacher in online learning during lockdown period.

7.Conclusion
The current study was carried out to know about social presence and teaching presence established by
teacher in online learning during lockdown period. After getting responses from the students it can be
said that teacher established both social and teaching presence but are not at the level that can be
appreciated. Study shows that nearly half of students not feel that social and teaching presence is
remarkable in online learning. So for making more effective social and teaching presence in online
learning, teacher should include other activities like project works which is more teacher driven but
not teacher- centered. Viewing opinion of students through the Col lens, we can interpret how teacher

worked collaboratively with the students and technology which he worked with. Using the Col frame
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work as a lens ,teachers and web designer take time to design intentional learning experience that help

to establish and maintain social presence using variety of technology.
References

Anderson, T., Rourke, L., Garrison, R., & Archer, W. (2001). Assessing teaching presence in a

computer conferencing context, Journal of Asynchronous Learning Networks, 5(2). Retrieved from

Garrison, D. R. (2007). Online community of inquiry review: Social, cognitive, and teaching presence
issues. Journal of Asynchronous Learning Networks, 11(1), 61-72. Retrived from

http://auspace.athabascau.ca/bitstream/2149/725/1/assessing_teaching presence.pdf

Garrison, D. R. (2011). E-Learning in the 21 century: A framework for research and practice (2™ ed.)
London, Uk:Routledge/Taylor and Francis.

Garrison, D. R. (2012). Article review: Social presence within the community of inquiryframework.
The International Review of Research in Open and DistributedLearning, 13(1), 250-253.Retrieved

from:

Gunawardena, C.N. (1995). Social presence theory and implications for interaction and collaborative
learning incomputer conferences. International Journal of EducationalTelecommunications, 1(2/3),

147-166. Retrieved from:http://www.editlib.org/p/15156/article _15156.pdf

Garrison, D.R. Cleveland-Innes, M. & Fung, T. (2010). Exploring causal relationships
amongcognitive, social and teaching presence: Student perceptions of the Community of
Inquiryframework. The Internet and Higher Education, 13(1-2), 31—
36.d0i:10.1016/j.iheduc.2009.10.002

Kanuka, H. (2011). Interaction and the online distance classroom: Do instructional methods effectthe
quality of interaction?Journal of Computing in Higher Education, 23, 143-156.doi: 10.1007/s12528-
011-9049-4

Garrison, D. R., Anderson, T. & Archer, W. (2001). Critical thinking, cognitive presence,
andcomputer conferencing in distance education. American Journal of Distance Education, 15(1),7—

23.doi: 10.1080/08923640109527071

Garrison, D. R., Anderson, T., & Archer, W. (2000).Critical inquiry in a text-based environment:
Computer conferencing in higher education model.The Internet andHigher Education, 2(2-3), 87—

105.doi:10.1016/S1096-7516(00)00016-6

JUNE-2020 9 VOLUME-9, ISSUE-34



[ http://www.shantiejournal.com/ ISSN :2278-4381 ]

Swan, K., Garrison, D. R., & Richardson, J. (2009). A constructivist approach to online learning: The
Community of Inquiry framework. In C. R. Payne (Ed.), Information technology andconstructivism in

higher education: Progressive learningframeworks(pp. 43—57).Hershey, PA: IGI Global.

Swan, K., Shea, P., Richardson, J.C., Ice, P., Garrison, D. R., Cleveland-Innes, M., & Arbaugh,].B.
(2008). Validating a measurement tool of presence in online communities of inquiry.E-mentor, 2(24),

1-12.Retrieved from: http://www.e-mentor.edu.pl/artykul/index/numer/24/id/543

JUNE-2020 10 VOLUME-9, ISSUE-34



[ http://www.shantiejournal.com/ ISSN :2278-4381 ]

et Rearumr 3k @fgeT
o dr. et
ARG : 3. ST IS,
TTHLEL . ATV-ATfgcT Ha,
IEHAGTTE.

HETeAT aeish & T geufy # et R a/r FEd § | AR GAT F AR aTed
fraRuRy yfq “rfFa aur @A & R &1 98 qdfe van faermer & o s g qehdr 3R
gaTehd ‘anelish’ & 7(1)

1. (@ H SO - IEETE A IR - F A THAYT A’ .06

o e 39 AR & R 9 & 3ideTa SiUeR IWAT gde dAa g o, R o
TS §H AT g &7 anelsy & drg, nefel &Y Siaer et 3t amefish fr w7 gomer &1 @Faa
A &1 el femumr § |

el fARURT AR & deca IORY TR 3R arad ¢ | 50 dfgcd & 3 doca 7 &9 A
qIT ST § 3 e RARuRT & gFa a1 venfad @ifeer #ed § | 3 dedl A gH@ 3R oy
deea & weg AR awREr | s wfaRed wivaRe vear, 3egeaar fRaror, #suae By, -
FAEAAT, fFame-Aoiell Tad, fagamiiat &1 d@ereer 3R ARAT i dar 31d ¢ |

el fOORYRT &1 ey @ Fdfew ¥ | 3R Adled &G UG SUTEAT N WA FeAlAT
USAT § | 39 kg M RAORYURT F{ed: T THR I Toieifas ddem 3T AerelT FF Fgd & | e
faRuRT god Tl 3R e gaRar § FAEE, UH UsT H FHoudl, FTRST, e,
qegale - a9 d¢cd, el Aiiged TUT HERfd & T Aifdecar g Beid 3R 3R § |

S g e Ry gFd @R A 919 FQ § a9 FI-HRE #; AT WA A ]
Fftcasr # a3k 3uF ey w T RERumr w1 afiRer wwer doa €| g4 A e
URT fh oo T R JfEEr H A F@T & aefae A R, UG 3@ RIS H
Fafeaes Sfaet 3 e o efeg & &ar; I8 o dwer usem | YHde 3R Ud sE% Ave
3CIEXVT § | 9Fae & atFd v 97 & Fifaer et ¥ gaa & a1 I w@ o arefs # Rarant
& gfaa glav & olst | 3% T wifecd # wdF el FAaRuRT e § |

MY F AT & WY T Aieed H M F AR F g @er oem an, S
IS 9dd @ifged I gsTiad FX W@ & | IR o wfgcasr 7 nfde «iwor, agare @ iy,
AT, SYAT, FiESOLr, FAIAIN #1 a0, AAMSTS Tl w1 THdT Thar d wel o Hei e
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2. (waryETE 8 & Sed AT - FHT T dEN SLEAY FAR fHERT - g.u-)
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FIT-HT gL AfgedsdR o el FaRurr W for@r §; & &1 Sl §TURoT i el &l Fhsa
aTell YR @ WIgeT Hell HST HH @ Srar ? ? ?

IAEY & 3l Al & d76 IR TIR-UR TSEAT o5 ISl &4 ST o & fob g 1 fafdidenmsn
T AT H O & U el [TOR g2 FT greleT & 39T &7 Hohdl &. S JdAT ¢ & JgR T
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“q go¢ dlc @ 8, AR Tgl a= &,
ST ool g1 Mgt 3o T Holl I
3 d3C /R ?
S AR AT FY 37T W@ &
T JhIEAaIRar . (3)
3. (‘amely gERrel’ srare vEe A - 9.-3)
I IRE AR UAT ARl § a9 8 saeigaics &1 faeard § & 39 d9-ae Ter 3ear

el & frar-gde 3R w & FEl ArTadr Y WOl 7 JT Sl f FAAT STl Hebell § -

“dieT o folsaal &1 BIgT Hg,
3R g ar 39 grY-ula-Hg, 9T
9 o1 A A T §
fF T g AIA-39aT I&d Bl T oG ¢ | (4)
4. (el gorercd ‘orarel gaTe A - 9.-3)

el ¢R30 & dIG dI Ycdeh Heedqu Afd, wea, feR - geaw, 3fclee, Steramr, waceie
i 1 g Sfagrd Al e H HIAARt A Agg § | e g=erdr # dafgd gt sfaan
ST & FIST AN T 37T 3R 3T Fr gfaeafaad adr g | afe aifgca &1 et foarerr &
ST ST @hall & o $7aTel SETIG 1 FagaT ifged Ineiardy & |
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AR YA & Y TAR @Rl “Siid & SeA deh [ahfad gl " doderr 1 o | 3T #ifds
Toe, g 3R AT & SROT Wodl ATadr & WIoT g @ & 3R A fAwHAd F shae spern
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AIigcashR T IRT § Hidae-Hae fogd § & g7 30 <o 1 5T § FAR Fiepich deal
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e ¥ Il RERURT # T F g B AT F1 AR wden Afdse B § | e A
IO 3UATE A Feg T HeW EWeR A § | S g@er, gelar, f&ad, eear e
3U-ATEl & aRT SAFT & T H FCH T F 3GUCT FAT a6t § | GE@ar 7 a el o
quT faRame & @Y UH AT Fedar WA fear § | 3 €t #F $eay A1 e w9 9@ 1 ¢ -
“Ted H 3 YA F AT §, SR I 9H T FASA § | K F IW Fgd § RAWNX &,
AT 3H B FHSACT € [” (6)

6. (‘U - SAeg AN - 7.290)

ST & gy & e R_fay deuf § ¢fcoa g & | 306l 39 3u=arg & 9t & afe-
for 7 el Ut ifges Afa @ & aRew e § | 3% o o fae-fae oA S § g
9= HROT fohell T Fve G S | TG B FHEl TUT IR T HOM 3oh W & 917 & |

Seeg M & fAaRT & wnfad &, safod 3u=aal & ves et § 3 ehardr gie &1
3Teih QWA &8 S @l & | Gl 39=ar8 # Raleax & wHT & &1 38 o1 &7 giieht ffercr
¥ | ‘AfFer, 3eay, ‘et e 3uearat § AT R T Fwer & AT e § | Seew #
AT & & Ho # el & e AT Hr st gffera g § |

IERNST o7 FUSTAFR THdT H FIAG P APN ¢ | Sedeg of 7 FoF T Tl W IR &A1 § | 9oAdg
& aifged & off adT qotdie, snfasis, AT & Werd A Foig Qe G sl & | amieh
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HEET ARG HEPIT &1 3t doca o, #or el & v sfdwr scaa framefer
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8. (AERId & TR LA - Tt - Y.2b)

IR 397 FAT & agerd 99 AN FilawR) BORt & a9 T 3971 Hfedea RefAa 78
F¥ FFHAT | S T BT HgHA [AHeE IEMST § 3R o9k [aRy &1 3ugedhcr & 9 G Foc
ST I & | I TG Feoll I A gen fF el FuRuRr & gad dfver F Hae s Sl
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I WAy WA g |
AT WA TAARAT WH a9 |
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oAlesh “aROTEI AR 1 SU-FAGer H dge WagaT fael &
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U3 Aol R 37k goeT  Tel & @ | Fh F& deel 7| FoAaR, U, TG,
dfeer, @are gcaife el & AT F aRshd gid W1 ol HUBT & AT A 9 39 Raw
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v e dwEiE 36 & Rl $ 3R AT & AR R F e S
916 & FEERRT aTeT FX AT o fF F R 3R R @ @, 3 oje fasigere gur
it ToEUeT gl ¥ Redr e # R T § R IS gHH ey FERIERI &
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fasrgers ur f@cl & 37 SgellpRl # & § Sl cilhend3it & 9HLY $ e
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TSTEATT I SATehehUT3T Sl HIS[ET FATS ST AR deeld & NeRT & oF
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A study of the opinions of students studying online during the Corona

COVID-19 epidemic period

@ DR.Samir B.Vaghrodia

Head Master ,Modajkumar Primary School, at Modaj- kheda.

Abstract

The researcher has tried to do research to see to what extent and how the teaching-
learning process can be successful for the students through technology even in the time of
this epidemic.Objectives of this paper was to study the opinions of the students studying
online during the epidemic period of covid-19.Students studying online during the epidemic
period of covid-19 from Ahmedabad &Gandhinagar area were included in the populationand
first 50 students were selected from the population who have filled out an online of
opinionnaire15 statements were selected,opinionnaire was prepared in the form of the Google
form to receive the data online, The research was carried out with a survey method taking into
account the objectives of the researchAfter gathering the data from first 50 students through
Google form, data was analyzed by calculating percentage. Ultimately the finding of this
paper 65% of the students' responses regarding the objectives of the study-teaching process
were found to be in favor of studying online,During the epidemic period ofCovid-19, students

agreed for online study.
Introduction

In the present times when the world is suffering from Corona COVID-19health related
epidemic, its impact has also been seen in the world of education but due to technology,
education has been able to continue. As the teaching process continues according to
"Benjamin bloom taxonomy", the teaching-learning process has become somewhat alive
during this period through technology as the objectives of education, teaching experiences

and evaluation all depend on each other.

The researcher has tried to do research to see to what extent and how the teaching-learning
process can be successful for the students through technology even in the time of this

epidemic.
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Statementof Problem

A study of the opinions of students studying online during the Corona covid-19 epidemic

period
Objectives

1.To study the opinions of the students studying online during the epidemic period of

covid-19

2. To study the opinions of students regarding the teaching-learning process of

students studying online.

3.To study opinions of students studying online regarding other aspects such as

concentration, interest, timedxnncncnumber and use of technology.
Population

Students studying online during the epidemic period of covid-19 from Ahmedabad

&Gandhinagar area were included in the population.
Sample

The first 50 students were selected from the population who have filled out an online of

opinionnaire
Tool

Opinionnaire was prepared by the researcher with the consultation of experts. In the final
tool, 15 statements were selected. This opinionnaire was prepared in the form of the Google

form to receive the data online.
Research Method

The research was carried out with a survey method taking into account the objectives of the
research.Data aggregation Google Form was used to collect information in the presented

research Students' opinions were taken in this Google form.
Analysis of Data

After gathering the data from first 50 students through Google form, data was analyzed by

calculating percentage.
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Interpretation of Data

After analyzing the data, the following interpretation was observed

Strongl Strongl
A & Agree | Neutral | Disagree ) &
Agree Disagree
. . . 0, 0, 0,
Online teaching - learning Proses (%) ) %) (%) %)

1| Major points and sub-points are arranged | 21.6 549 | 11.8 | 7.8 3.9

2| concepts are clearly explained 19.3 49.2 | 119 |98 9.8
3| discussion method 13.8 529 | 19.6 |[9.8 3.9
A Other methods except Lecture discussion

method 11.7 47.1 | 157 | 15.7 9.8
5| material 17.6 412 | 255 |11.8 3.9

Images, animations and other tools are
° used 25.5 39.2 | 13.7 | 15.7 59
7| teacher assign you homework 25.5 45.1 | 7.8 9.8 11.8
8| Continuous evaluation 9.8 353 | 19.6 |21.6 13.7
1| enthusiastic and interested 19.6 47.1 | 19.6 |7.8 5.9
2| Voice clarity 19.2 423 (192 |9.7 9.6
3| teachermore attention 17.3 46.2 [ 19.2 | 135 3.8
4| Use of time 17.6 51.1 | 17.6 | 7.8 59
5| concentrate 11.8 43.1 | 255 11.8 7.8
6| difficult to use technology 9.8 333 | 11.8 |353 9.8
7| number of students 11.5 423 1303 |9.6 6.3

Findings

The following findings were found regarding the teaching-learning process of students

studying online.

1.The responses of 76% of the students regarding the content issues and sub-issues

weather they are arranged property, were found to be in favor of online study.
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2.The responses of 69% of the students were found to be in favor of studying online
whether the content issues are clarified properly.

3.In response to the question of whether the teacher can teach the narrative method
properly, 67 % of the students responded in favor of online study.

4.In response to whether the teacher uses methods other than the discussion method 59%
of the students responded in favor of studying online.

5.59% of the students agreed in favor of studying online whether the teacher teaches
using other reference materials while teaching.

6.In the context of teaching using image animation and other tools while teaching by the
teacher 65% of students agreed to study in favour of online learning.

7.70% of the students agreed that homework is given by the teacher while teaching online

8.0nly 45 % of students agreed that continuous assessment is done by the teacher while
teaching online.

The following findings were found regarding the opinion of other aspects of students

studying online.

1.Whether students' interest and enthusiasm in studying online increases? 67% of the
students agreed in this regard.

2.Whether the teacher's voice is clearly heard while studying online ? 62% of the students
agreed.

3.Whether the teacher can pay more attention to the students while studying online? 64% of
the students agreed.

4.68% of students agreed that time can be used wisely while studying online

5.55% of students agreed that they can study with concentration while studying online.

6.Regarding the obstacles created by technology while studying online 43% of students
agreed.

7.54% of students agreed with the statement that the number of students is less compared to
the classroom in online teaching.

Following the above average, 65% of the students' responses regarding the objectives of the

study-teaching process were found to be in favor of studying online, while 60% of the

students' responses were in favor of studying online considering other aspects of the students.

Conclusion
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The findings of the research were as follows.During the epidemic period ofCovid-19,
students agreed for online study. So it is said that getting education online during this period

is as the blessing.
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Abstract:

Bhabani Bhattacharya (1906-1988) is one of the most significant novelists and a short story writer of
Indian English literature. He is the recipient of coveted Sahitya Academy Award for his latest novel
Shadow from Ladakh. He is a natural and gifted writer who ranks with some of the best Indian
novelists writing in English. His novels represent social and political condition of pre and post
independence period of India. The purpose of his novels is to reflect social evils and bring change and
awareness among the people of contemporary society. He is every inch a social novelist. Social reality
is one of the remarkable features of his novels. His creative writing represents social dogmas,
superstitions, rituals, conventional rigidity in which many characters are trapped and tested. Many of
his characters have to pass through conflict and social discrimination.

Bhattacharya’s novel music for Mohini (1952) is one of the most remarkable literary pieces. The
writer’s chief aim in the novel is to show that India is unable to free itself from the orthodoxy,
superstitions and age-old beliefs even after independence. The novel is a complete social document. It
moves on two levels, first it is the story of a city girl Mohini and her adjustments with a new life at
her in-laws’ house which is full of orthodoxy and conservative ideas. The house is symbolically
described as The Big House. The second is about connecting old culture with the new culture. The
novel iis set in a small conservative village Behula in Bengal. The novel shows a conflict between
Mohini’s father and her old mother, between Mohini and Jaydev and Mohini and her staunch mother-
in-law. Mohini, her father and Jaydev represent modernity where as her grandmother and mother-in-
law symbolizes old values. As a novelist, the novelist also provides reconciliation to this conflict
through the mental growth and adjustments of his characters.

Key words: tradition, modernity, social evils, old beliefs, superstitions, reconciliation

Conlflict between Tradition and Modernity:

Bhattacharya has treated conflict between tradition and modernity artistically in Music for Mohini. He
analyzes the impact of both tradition and modernity on human society in a widely perspective. Balram

S Sorot writes;
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While in the novels of the Indian-English writers in general, the
problem of conflict or synthesis between tradition and modernity
figures as a secondary theme, in the writings of Bhabani
Bhattacharya it assumes the significance of the dominating issue in
contemporary Indian life. The author analyses the political, religious,
social and economic problems of modern India through the

perspective of this basic conflict in our ethos. (P-3)

The clash between orthodoxy and innovation is experienced by every culture. The conflict that
Bhattacharya has described in this novel is the result of the East-West encounter experienced by India
in the wake of English education. The novelist portrays this conflict through two sets of characters:
first, those who stick to old values of the past and secondly, those who desire a change and in favour
of the new value-pattern of the modern age. He juxtaposes different characters in order to bring out
their conflict. The novelist deals with the varied aspects of rural and urban areas. The first part of the
novel is set in city and the rest in Behula, a village in Bengal. As the title itself suggests that Mohini is
the central character. She faces conflict from the beginning to the end. The conflict becomes more
acute after her marriage with Jaydev and her stay in a remote village. G. Rai points out;

“The central theme of the novel is tie or tussle between orthodoxy

and modernity which remains a glaring problem in Indian society

even today. The rural-urban clash is an important feature of the

novel. The traditional ways of life stand in sharp conflict with those

of modern ways.” (P-5)
The novel opens at Mohini’s parental home. Her father is a professor, a modern minded man, is
shown in conflict with his old mother who is orthodox. He wants his daughter to be admitted to a
convent school. He also allows her to become a radio singer but his mother is very conservative. She
is very opposed to wide publicity of her grand daughter. Throughout the novel the old lady is seen
opposing his son’s modern ideas. Sometimes the verbal quarrel takes place between the mother and
the son for tradition and modernity. The old mother wants Mohini to study classical language as
according to her convent education is meaningless. The novelist describes this as;

Old mother had sternly opposed him; let Mohini be trained at home,

let her learn classical Sanskrit, and the language of the God, the

precious vase that holds the essence of true knowledge and wisdom.

Her son would not back down. He would mould the girl in a modern

way which was his way. (MFM 16)
Another conflict is seen when different suitors’ visit Mohini for the marriage proposal. Since the

professor is a man of modern ideas, he naturally wants his daughter to marry an educated and urban-
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cultured boy. He rejects the two proposals as the first one demanded a lot of dowry and the second
one asked irrelevant questions and demanded to examine Mohini physically. The third party arrives
with a groom. All of them are young men. Father selects him and Mohini too accepts the proposal but
the old mother rejects him saying that he smokes openly and has no respect for the elders. At last he
gets his daughter married with a handsome and well educated young man named Jaydev who is from

Behula. The old mother believes in luck signs and horoscope which are rubbish for Mohini’s father.

However the irony is that the family of Big House in Behula except Jaydev to some extent is a stern
believer of tradition and old beliefs. Jaydev’s widowed mother is a staunch pillar of orthodoxy. She
insists Jaydev to accept the proposal after the two horoscopes have been carefully compared. When
Mohini goes to Behula with Jaydev after her marriage, the readers feel that modern Mohini is
transported from modernistic home to rural Bengal which is dominated by orthodoxy, convention and
rituals. Here Mohini fells conflict with her rigid mother-in-law. The baseless orthodoxy is seen in the
Big House when Jaydev is approaching twenty eight; his mother has been told that her son will meet
an accidental death at this age unless a child is born to him then. She wants Mohini to be mother in
order to prevent this mishap. She is extremely happy when she guesses from the appearance of
Mohini that she is pregnant. She sticks a chip of bamboo to the braided hair of Mohini as a charm to
protect the child in the womb but Mohini throws it away as she does not believe in such superstition.
The old mother wants to save her family from mishap so she asks Mohini to pray the goddess of birth
and to vow to give her a nose ring set with pearls when her wish is fulfilled. If that is not enough, she
should cut the skin of her bosom and offer blood to the goddess in a lotus leaf-bowl. Mohini feels
suffocation in Big House. Life becomes monotonous and she feels how she has got stuck in such
darkness of orthodoxy.

The Big House itself as Jaydev wishes to tell Mohini on the way to Behula is a way of living a stern
discipline and iron tradition. Here Big House stands for all the malpractices done in the rural India.
Mohini has to pass through a lot of hardships to set her life in Behula. Mohini wants to pas her life
with joy. She feels romance with Jaydev. She is surprised when she hears that her husband has
nothing to do with romantic life. Jaydev expects her to learn Sanskrit and get knowledge like
Maitreyi. He wants her to support him to carry out the program of social reform. He expects her to
share his responsibilities of social reform.

The unfortunate Brahmin girl Sudha though beautiful, remains unmarried because of her uncle’s
irrational belief in astrology. A good match is rejected as her uncle believes that she is under the
influence of Sturn and he wants to wait till the influence has passed. Harindra is a modern man and
surgeon. He believes in modern allopathy of medicine where as his father is an old practitioner of
Ayurveda who does not accept the modern allopathy while giving treatment to his wife. Thus,

throughout the novel one can find the conflict between tradition and modernity because it is difficult
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for rural India to get away from the shackles of superstition and orthodoxy. Happy life for Mohini
becomes only imagination and it is difficult and unbearable for her to make an adjustment with her
stern mother-in-law and her husband. She has to bear such rigidity.

Reconciliation, adjustment and Mental Growth:

Bhabani Bhattacharya is not only concerned with the problem and conflict between tradition and
modernity but he also gives resolution through the adjustment of his characters. The author analyzes
the political, religious, social and economical problems of modern India through the perspective of
this basic conflict in our ethos. The professor synthesizes the old and the new values that’s why he
often yields to old mother’s old notions. He knows very well that the path of compromise is the better
one and one can not always do without the old values of life. He lets her tie an amulet to his neck-

chain to live happily with her old mother. The professor is very well aware;

The old customs and conventions are not too unsound, he said. For
once the son, out of his heart’s fullness, graciously concerned to his

mother’s wisdom. They seem to suit our mental climate. (MFM-56)

In the same way, old mother is also aware of the limits of her power. As soon as she sees the tension
mounting in the family, she realizes the danger and immediately relents her attitude to accommodate
the new beliefs. The novelist shows the gradual mental growth of the old mother and her son towards
the fusion of the two cultures. This old lady upholds old values and orthodox ways only as a habit;
otherwise she is ready to compromise with the spirit of the new times. She goes to cinema with her
family every Sunday evening. She watches Indian film, also enjoys English films.

Reconciliation and one’s mental growth can be seen in Mohini’s character. She is a city girl and is
married with Jaydev whose family lives in a typical Indian village. Here Mohini has to adjust herself
to the orthodoxy and superstitious beliefs of her mother-in-law. In the Big house the major problem
Mohini faces is that of mental adjustments. After a few day of her marriage, she realizes that her
husband is not what she has expected him to be. She represents vitality and music of life and Jaydev’s
life is opposite to her. He wants her to be like Maitreyi. He expects her to support him, share in his
scholarly pursuits and give him the necessary support to carry out his programs of social reform.
Gradually she starts learning Sanskrit from him. She supports him with his work.

Mohini finds life at the Big House unbearable in the beginning. She has been brought up in altogether
a different atmosphere, she has to readjust and struggle a lot to make mental adjustment. Her mother —
in-law is stern and puts a number of restrictions on Mohini. She denies her wearing colourful sari; she
wants her to sing only religious songs, not to apply powder, etc. Mohini finds herself chained in the
prison sometimes. Mother-in-law does not like Mohini wearing the glass and lace bangles instead of

those made of gold. She also does not like Mohini wearing sleeveless blouses. However Mohini tries
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hard to adjust to the old ways and modes of life and in this process she changes unawares.

Bhattacharya remarks:

Yes, the young mistress of the Big House took deeper colour from
her new life everyday. Slowly, she fitted herself to the rural design.
Her sprightliness, her quick girlish laugh, she easily subdued. The
mother was a ruthless teacher. (MFM 130)

Thus, slowly the struggle between the contrasting values that was so intense in the beginning now
becomes less severe and finally resolves into a happy compromise at the end. The character of Mohini
is the synonym of compromise and sacrifice. It can be seen when Mohini accepts the illogical
proposal of offering blood to goddess from her mother-in-law to bring happiness in her family. Jaydev
in the nick time prevents Mohini offering blood. That also suggests that he is not a stern believer of
baseless ideas. Mohini has finally made the requisite adjustment within her mind. She accepts and
loves the Big House now and she is prepared to make any sacrifice to cherish its ideals. The important
thing here is the fact that she has reestablished harmony with the family of the Big House by her
psychological growth and her change of outlook.

It is not that Bhattacharya always makes his young characters submit to the aged ones in mutual
adjustment. He also makes his old characters realize their mistakes of old values. Jaydev’s mother too
begins to realize that her son is right at his ideas and the values she sticks to sound no more in the
modern times the only way to lead a happy and harmonious life is to make a reconciliation between
her old beliefs and modernity presented by her son and her daughter-in-law. Bhattacharya remarks in

the end:

At last, there was no discord. Life was music-a note of song for the
old mother was in her, a note for Jaydev and his rebel gods, a note for
the Big House and Behula village, torn and at cross-purpose for a

while. Her life was music the quest for every woman, her deepest

need. (MFM 188)

Mental growth and adjustment can be seen in the story of Harindra’s family. His father is old Kaviraj
and Vaid for over forty years. He has been practicing the ancient Ayurvedic system of medicine to
cure all sorts of diseases. But his son Harindra is different from his father because he is well educated
surgeon and trained in a western style medical college. Often there is an argument between the father

and the son on the issue of modern and ancient medical practices takes place. His father believes the
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supremacy of the Ayurvedic medical system. He pleads with the old man that modern medicines are
more effective in curing diseases.

Later the old man realizes the importance of the modern allopathic medical system when he fails to
cure his ailing wife. He has been trying Ayurvedic medicines on the patients for many days and does
not allow his son to treat her with the western medicine. But when her condition deteriorates more and
more ald all hopes of her survival are lost, he submits to his son and allows him to treat her own way.
Within a few days the mother’s life is saved with the western medical treatment. The old man is fully
reconciled to the modern values and system.

Conclusion:

In nut shell, Bhattacharya has realistically described the conflict between the tradition and modernity,
the old values and the new ones. He has not only presented tussle and tension but has also given
remedy in terms of mental adjustment and reconciliation between the ancient way of life and modern
way of life.
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